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which have been misunderstood by Mr. Gandhi's questioner. My whole
argument was that so far no way but that of swadeshi had been shown
to us to achieve our freedom. I dealt with violence and disposed of it.
I then dealt with various other objections. I stated that I desired most
earnestly to rid India of English domination and the charkha and
swadeshi were apparently the only means to bring this about.

I spoke a third time in answer to the amendment about boycott of
British goods. I had opposed this amendment, and a very heated de-
bate had taken place, about a score of speakers having spoken on
either side. The amendment was put to the vote and lost.

It is evident that I have been misreported by some papers. I have
not so far seen any report of my speeches and do not know which paper
can have done so. My references to "English domination" or the "English
Government" have been made to apply to the English people- I may
have used the words ajSsJfoft ft^t^fl^t ^3*1 3R3T1 or some such language,
and the reporter may have seized hold of this without reference to the
context. As a matter of fact, the very circumstance that I proposed to
expel "the English'* by swadeshi ought to have convinced the listener
that I referred to the system and not to individuals. It would be
absurd to try to expel a single Englishman by the charkha.

I cannot of course say that my feeling towards Englishmen as
such is entirely impersonal. I hate the system but sometimes, in spite
of myself, I cannot help feeling ill will towards a certain individual for
some time at least, and sometimes the ill will is transferred to the
English people as a whole. But the feeling is always momentary. I am
really surprised at the general absence of ill will against the English.

It is somewhat curious that the sentences to which exception has
been taken occurred in a speech opposing a boycott of British goods.
I opposed this on the ground, inter-alia, that it was opposed to the
basic principle of non-co-operation, that it was based on hate and not
love and so on. No one who heard me and who understood Urdu
could have gone away with the impression that I was taking part in a
crusade against individual Englishmen.

It is always difficult to differentiate between a man and his action.
I can well believe that if an Englishman insulted me, I would flare up
and hit him. But I think this would be weakness on my part. I have
not enough control over myself. I am apt to lose temper at the slightest
provocation. I am occasionally very angry with Englishmen. But I
have never experienced the desire to "expel" Englishmen as such. In
spite of everything I am a great admirer of the English, and in many

1 "To expel the English from India"